
Koggiung, Alaska. Septenber. 9, 1919. 

CoPniesioner of Fisheries,  

The _Pollomiq report  of sahon canning opera- 

t ions on the Kyichak, ?IE&II&~ Eg&.l: and Ugaahik r ivers  f o r  'the season of 

1919, is  herewith subraitted. 

Tarden, Alaska Fisheries Service. 

Arrival_ of ~ ~ h b q .  

Bristol  bay i n  t he  region of the Zvichak, Maknek, QE@C and 

Vgaskik r ive r s  f ~ a s  free of i c e  by the  first of Yay. Five days later the 

Alaska Packere' ehfp S t a r  of Zeland dropped anchor i n  the bay, c l o s e l i  

followed by the Centennial of the stme company, unt i l  by the niddle of the  

nonth prac t ica l ly  the entire salmon f l e e t  lay a t  anchor. 
I 

tannins: p reparations. 

Calm weather prevailed the e a r l i e r  part of t h e  season and the 

landing of supplies was acconplished without l o s s  or delay. 

C a n  makiq was s t a r t ed  as soon a8 suTplies could be l ightered 

ashore and a l l  canneries had completed preparations f o r  a big ran of fish 

by the twentieth of June. 

Openine of aeaaon. 

The ITorLhwestern Fisheries Co. a t  Maknek was the f irst  t o  eend out  i t s  

fierhermen, their f i sh ing  boats leaving the cannery t h e  nineteenth of June. 

On the twentieth day of June ' t h e  Raknek Packing Co. and the R e d  Salmon 

~ d n g  00. both of I?&& sent out  their boats. 3y June the  twenty-fifth 

the entire fiehing f lee t  was scouring the waters of the bay f o r  salmon 



C m  starts. 

Cannix started June twenty-fourth at some canneries after a l i g h t  

catch of f i s h  on the previous day but a11 canneries were not i n  operation 

unt i l  the twenty-sixth. 

The Salmon run. ---_- 
The first f i s h  deliveries t o  tally scows and canneries were made 

the twenty-+third day of June. The run remained weak unt i l  the twenty-aeventh 

day of June on which day most of the canneries packed over a thousand cases. 

After the atoms and winds of the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh the run 

slackened again and poor catches continued up to July 'third, on which day 

the fish began beating in to  the the rivers before a strong southwest wind. 

July fourth was the apex of the seaeon, a l l  canneries packing from 

two up to f ive  thoueand C B ~ M  of f ish.  After July fourth the lun fell below' 

n o m 1  once more and remained a t  a low level the remainder of the season. 

Southwest winds brought i n  mal1 schools of' f i s h  occasionally during the 

run, but raised it i n  volume very l i t t l e .  Cannerymen entertained no hopes 

for even an average pack a f t e r  July f i f teen th  and most  of the fishermen 

lay a t  anchor the greater part of the tiine only fishing during the middle 

hours of the day, and often not then unlese a "SouthwesterN m e  blowing. 

Not since the commencement of f i s h  canning i n  B r i s t o l  bay has 

auch a poor seaeon been known. In  paet years failures were experienced i n  

various l oca l i t i e s  b u t  no such a complete failure was ever known heretofore, 

Season closes. 

The Lockanok cannery of Libby McReill & Libby called i n  it8 fieher- 

men the twenty-eighth day of July it being the f irst  cannery to ce98e oper- 

ations. July twenty-ninth the renaining canneriea on the KvicM,  N b e k ,  

~ g w i h  and Ugahik Avers  called in their boat8 w i t h  the exception oi the 

Bristol  Bay Packing Go. whose boats remained to NscrapeN the  beach** 



paRe Three. 

CI Packby=-eries . 
The Ror̂ %hwestern Fisheriee Co. a t  YJaknek was high cannery f o r  the  

amount of cases packed per line. Three l ines  were opercnted and the average 

f o r  each l i ne  was about twelve tnousand casea. 

The Flaknek Packing Go. a t  Kaknek was a close second while the r e s t  

o f  the canneries fe l l  far behind. 

The Lockanok cannery of Libby XcMeill & Libby put up the srnalleet 

pcl: of the Libby cannerie8. 

The Portland Packers a t  ETdcnek ?ut up the wnalleet pack of any 

cannery on the Kkichak, Ralmek, g a g i k  and Ugaahik r ivers  but t h i 8  was 

due t o  the handicap under vMch they worked as the cannery was not con- 

pleted at the opening of the season. 

The Ugashik cannery of the Alaska Packers wa8 t0 .have oGer8ted 

but it could not be completed through lack of balding nater ia l  caused by 

the loss of the schooner Premier about two hundred miles inside of !lni.lat-, 

Pass .on the Pacific side. 

Storms. 

Stonns were qui te  frequent throughout the season and i n  all instan- 

ces they were accompanied by fish but not i n  the vo l t r !e  of p o t  seasons. 

Outrun of F q *  

Throughout the ent i re  seaeon salmon fry were i n  evidence ;pourixq 

out of the Kvichak, Naknek, Egagik and Ugashik rivere by. the millions. 

Flocks of tern and gulls followed in t3e wake of all steamers and gas boats 

and took Lheir t o l l  of the myriad husts s t i r r ed  up and stunned by the churn- 

ing propellere. 



Salmon escapement, 

Thile the present season was a snall one the eecapment of sahon 

t o  spawn i s  believed to  be greater than Lhat of last year. This however 

could hardly be the case a a  no l imi t  was placed on the catches t h i s  year 

thua the amou-nt of f i s h  eecaping would l ike ly  be l e s s  than i f  a big run 

of f i s h  were on and fishernen were only compelled to f i e h  f o r  a f e w  hours to  

catch the limi%. Another argument against the escapement of f i s h  t h i s  year 

being greater than that of last year i s  the pack of the Lockanok cannery 

of Libby fdcNeiL1 & Libby. This year the Lockanok cannery packed but s l igh t ly  

over half the m o u n t  packed b j r  t h e  rest of KY Kvichak r iver  canneries, 

In  years previous t o  this the Lockanok fishermen fished almost ent i re ly  i n  

the v i c k t y  of the confluence of Branchlriver w i t h  the Kvichak river, but 

t h i s  year the f i e h  were thinned out before they reached Branch river,  thus 

lowerirg the catch of the Lockanok fishermen and the pack of  the cannery. 

---* Set nets  

Set nets werb not as ntrmerou~ this seaDon a6 they were laat season 

c h i d l y  because of influem& mong the natives. flinty-one were operated on the 

X V i C - M C  river between t h e  nonL.! and the Lockenok cannery. On the Na?mek r iver  

seva:-ty-.three were operated from the mouth t o  the Portland Packers cannery 

The 3gRgik r iver  had but fifty-nfne, it being the lowest of all, while on the 

Ugashik r iver  eighty-two are  known t o  hme been 8et. 

.r 

&%cator so 

The operators of +&e d i s t r i c t  were the sme a6 last year w i t h  a f e w  

exception8. The Alaska Packers s a l t e r y  a t  Ugaahik was converted into a can- 

nery while the Portland Packer8 cannery a t  Naknek was completed to operate 

two lines. The Relaon ealtery on the Kvichak river was trlosed down t h e  middle 

of the season, 

# 



Page Five. 

H. Gartelnutn a t  Raggiung employed native fiskemsn criL *-orhen 

d u r i x  the lsrtter ?n r t  o f  L i e  season and packed f i f ty-s ix  barrels of sclt 

ol" the season. 

Departure of canneries. 

The ??orthwestern Fieheries Co. of ?Taknek wa.o first t o  f i n i sh  i t a  

season@ work and start honevard. Their l a s t  boat left flalcnek August the 

e l  evmtb 

The Mahe!-= Packily: Co. was next, leaving the thirteenth of August. 

Libby HcPjei.11 6 Libby w a ~  last t o  depart. They were detained by a 

s t r ike  of fis1iemer-i B C E ~ R ~ ~  u n t i l  Septmber the seventeenth. 

-/@- ," 
Varden, Alaska F i  sheri  esi/Service. 


